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Abstract: This paper explores the diverse non-conventional threats to Pakistan's security, highlighting internal and
external challenges that impact national stability and integrity. Key threats such as extremism, sectarianism, terrorism,
climate change, and poor governance are examined. The study provides a comprehensive analysis of these threats,
discussing their origins, impacts, and proposing recommendations for effective mitigation and policy intervention to

enhance national resilience.

[Naseeb Ullah Khan Bazai. Non-Conventional Threats to the Security of Pakistan. J Am Sci 2025;21(5):14-16].

ISSN 1545-1003 (print);
doi:10.7537/marsjas210525.02

ISSN

2375-7264

(online).

http://www.jofamericanscience.org. 02

Keywords: Threats to Pakistan; security threats; non-conventional threats

Introduction

In the post-Cold War era, the understanding of security
threats has expanded beyond traditional military
concerns to include non-conventional threats. These
threats, encompassing social, economic, and
environmental issues, pose significant risks to national
stability. For Pakistan, a country with complex internal
dynamics and external challenges, addressing non-
conventional threats is crucial for ensuring long-term
security and development. This paper delves into the
major non-conventional threats facing Pakistan,
analyzing their causes, implications, and possible
solutions.

Non-conventional threats to security include a wide
range of issues that are not directly related to military
aggression. In Pakistan, these threats manifest in
various forms such as extremism, sectarianism,
terrorism, climate change, and governance failures.
Each of these issues has distinct origins and impacts,
yet they collectively undermine national stability and
security.

Pakistan faces numerous non-conventional threats that
jeopardize its security and territorial integrity.
Extremism, terrorism, and climate change, among

14

others, have created a precarious situation. This paper
aims to analyze these threats comprehensively and
propose strategies to mitigate them.

The research focuses on the critical non-conventional
threats to Pakistan's security, examining their causes,
current intensity, and impacts. It also offers
recommendations for effective strategies and policies
to mitigate these threats and enhance national
resilience.

Understanding and addressing non-conventional
threats is vital for Pakistan's long-term stability and
security. This study contributes to the national
discourse by highlighting these challenges and
providing actionable solutions. It aims to inform
policymakers, security experts, and the broader public
about the importance of comprehensive security
strategies.

Methodology

The study adopts a mixed-methods approach,
combining qualitative and quantitative data from
scholarly articles, official reports, and expert
interviews. This comprehensive methodology ensures
a holistic understanding of the non-conventional
threats facing Pakistan. Comparative analysis of
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regional security dynamics and case studies from other
countries are also utilized to draw relevant lessons and
insights.

Non-Conventional Threats
Rise of Extremism

Extremism in Pakistan has deep historical and political
roots. The rise of extremist ideologies has been fueled
by socio-economic disparities, political instability, and
flawed educational systems. The paper examines how
extremism threatens social cohesion and national
security, emphasizing the need for comprehensive
counter-extremism strategies.

Rise of Sectarianism

Sectarianism, particularly the Sunni-Shia divide, has
escalated in recent decades, driven by regional
geopolitical dynamics and domestic policies. The
study explores the historical context and current
manifestations of sectarianism in  Pakistan,
highlighting its detrimental impact on national unity
and stability.

Terrorism

Terrorism remains a significant existential threat to
Pakistan. The paper analyzes the roots of terrorism,
including the influence of regional conflicts and
Pakistan's involvement in global counter-terrorism
efforts. The socio-economic and political implications
of terrorism are discussed, along with strategies for its
effective containment.

Regionalism and Federalism

Regional disparities and the lack of provincial
autonomy have contributed to political instability and
social unrest. This section examines the challenges
posed by regionalism and the need for effective federal
governance to promote national integration and
stability.

Diplomatic Isolation

Pakistan's diplomatic challenges, exacerbated by
hostile propaganda and regional rivalries, threaten its
international standing. The paper discusses strategies
to counter diplomatic isolation and enhance Pakistan's
role in global and regional affairs.
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Poor Governance

Ineffective governance exacerbates socio-economic
disparities and undermines national stability. The
paper highlights the consequences of governance
failures, including corruption, weak institutions, and
poor service delivery. Recommendations for
governance reforms are provided.

Climate Change

Climate change poses significant risks to Pakistan,
including extreme weather events, resource scarcity,
and economic disruption. The study examines the
impact of climate change on national security and
proposes strategies for mitigation and adaptation.

Discussion

The discussion synthesizes the findings on non-
conventional threats, emphasizing their
interconnectedness and collective impact on Pakistan's
security. It highlights the need for an integrated
approach to address these threats, involving multi-
stakeholder engagement and comprehensive policy
frameworks.

Policy Recommendations

To address non-conventional threats effectively, the
paper recommends:

1. Strengthening Counter-Extremism
Measures:  Implementing  educational
reforms, promoting interfaith dialogue, and
enhancing socio-economic opportunities.

2. Enhancing Governance and Institutional
Capacity: Strengthening anti-corruption
measures, improving service delivery, and
promoting transparency and accountability.

3. Addressing Regional Disparities: Ensuring
equitable resource distribution and enhancing
provincial autonomy.

4. Mitigating Climate Change Impacts:
Developing climate-resilient infrastructure,
promoting sustainable resource management,
and enhancing disaster preparedness.
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5. Strengthening Diplomatic Engagements:
Enhancing diplomatic efforts to counter
hostile propaganda and promoting regional
cooperation.

Conclusion

Addressing non-conventional threats is crucial for

Pakistan'

s security and stability. The study underscores

the importance of a comprehensive and integrated
approach to mitigate these threats. By implementing
the recommended strategies, Pakistan can enhance its
resilience and ensure long-term national security.
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